
Forbairt pleanila agus Comhshaol
Planning Development and Envircnment

Davld O'Brlen & Gralnne Blrdthlsile
C/o Ronan Rose Roberts Archltec,ts
Morton's Lane
Wlcklow
Co. Wlcklow

, r'|-i ) Aprit 2023

RE: Declaration in accordance wlth Section 5 of the plannlng & Development
Acts 2000 (As Amended)

A Chara,

I enclose herewith Declaration in accordance with Article 5 (2) (A) of thePlanning & Deveropment Act 20o0 in respect of the foilowing:

Exemptlon Ref No: EX21,/2O23

Appllcant: David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthisile

Nature of Application:

comDatnle corrsl,e c,l)tll ctTt>nocAlo(&UsKLotu Counq Cout>stl

Location:

Aras An Chontae / County Buildings
Cill Mhant6in / Wicklow
Guthdn / Tel: (04011) 20143
Faics / Fax: (0404) 69452
Rphost / Email: plandev@wlcklowcoc
Su[omh / Website: www.wicklow.ie

'(i) existing wall opened up for new door to master
bedroom. New door to match original style of door,
(ii) existing modern door removed & door ope blocked
up with plater finished timber frame stud partition,
(iii) existing en-suite wall removed

Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow

Where a Dectaration is used under this Section any person issued with aDeclaration under subsection (2) (a) may, on payment to An Bord preanara ofsuch fee as may be prescribed, refeia declaration for review by the Board withinfour weeks of the date of the issuing of the declaration by the Local Authority.

OFFICER

& ENVIRONMENT.PI.ANNING

. 
Ba ch6ir Sach comhfhreagras a sheoladh chuig an stiurth6ir seirbhisi Forbairt plean6la agus comhshaol.All correspondenca should bc eddressed to thcbirecto. of services, plannint Development & Environmint.
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Forbaift PleanSla agus Comhshaol

Planning Development and Envircnment

DECI.ARATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 5 (2) (A) OF THE PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT ACT 2OOO AS AMENDED

Appllcant David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle

Locatlon: Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow

DlREgroR oFSERVICES ORDER NO 666/2023

A question has arisen as to whether '(i) existing wall opened up for new door to
master bedroom. New door to match original style of door, (ii) existing modern
door removed & door ope blocked up with plater finished timber frame stud
partition, (iii) existing en-suite wall removed" at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow is or is not exempted development

Having regard to:
i. The details submitted with the Section 5 apptication, as amended by the

further information submitted on 12th April2023
ii. Sections 2,3, & 4(1Xh) and 57(1) of the planning and Development Act

2O0O (as amended);
iii. County Development Plan 2022-2028: Record of Protected Structures:

825 Violet Hill House

Maln Reasons with respect to Section S Dectaration:
o The works to be carried out would come within the definition of

development as set out under Section 3 of the Planning and Development
Act 2OOO (as amended).

o Havin8 regard to the Protected Status of Violet Hill House, the works that' have been undertaken, and the conservation report and drawing details,
it is considered that the works would be exempt developmeni having
regard to the provisions of section 4(1Xh) of the planning and
Development Act 2OO0 (as amended) as the works only affect the interior
of the structure, in addition the works would not materially affect the
character of the structure or any element of the struiture which
contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic,
cultural, scientific, social or technical interest.

(i) existing wall opened up for new door to
master bedroom. New door to match original styte of door, (ii) existing modern
door removed & door ope blocked up with plaier finished timber frame stud
partition, (iii) existing en-suite watl removed at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road,
Bray, co. wfpklow "ls development and is exempted development.

signeq t'11

Aras An Chontae / County Buildings
Cill Mhant{in / Wicklow
Guthdn / Tel: (0404) 20148
Faics / Fax: (0{O4l69$2
Rphost / Email: plandev@wicklowcoco

Suiomh / Website: www.wicklow.ie

TiADMINISTRA
I PLANNING D & ENVIRONMENT
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Dated: i. I Rprit 2O2g
OFFICER

-Ba 
ch6rr 6ach comhfhrcafas a sheoladh chuig an Stiurth6ir Seirbhisi, Forbairt pl.anala agus Comhshaol.

All correspondcnce should be addresscd to the oircctor of seMces, plannint Devclopmcnt & Environmcnt.



WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2OOO (As Amended)
SECTION 5

Director of Services Order No: 666/2029

Reference Number: FJ.21,/2023

Name of Applicant David o'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle

Nature of Application: Section 5 Referral as to whether "(i) existing wall
opened up for new door to master bedroom. New
door to match original style of door, (ii) existing
modern door removed & door ope blocked up .with
plater finished timber frame stud partition, (iii)
existing en-suite wall removed

Location of subject site: Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, co. wicklow

Reportfrom Edel Bermingham SEp

With respect to the query under Section 5 of the Planning & Development Act
2000 as to whether "(i) existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom.
New door to match original style of door, (ii) existing modern door removed & door
ope blocked up with plater finished timber frame stud partition, (iii) existing en-
suite wall removed at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, co. wicklow is or is
not exempted development within the meaning of the Planning & Development
Act 2000 (as amended)

Having regard to:

i. The details submitted with the Section 5 application, as amended by the
further information submitted on 12th April 2023ii. sections 2,3, & 4(l-Xh) and 57(1) of the planning and Development Act
20OO (as amended);

iii. County Development Plan 2022-2028: Record of Protected Structures:
B25 Violet Hilt House

Main Reasons with respect to Section 5 Declaration:

o The works to be carried but would come within the definition of
development as set out under Section 3 of the Planning and Development
Act 2OO0 (as amended).

' Havin8 regard to the Protected Status of Violet Hill House, the works that
have been undertaken, and the conservation report and drawing details,
it is considered that the works would be exempt developmeni having
regard to the provisions of Section 4(1Xh) of the planning and
Development Act 2OOO (as amended) as the works only affect the interior



of the structure, in addition the works would not materially affect the
character of the structure or any element of the struiture which
contributes to its special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic,
cultural, scientific, social or technical interest.

Recommendation
The Planning Authority considers that"(i) existing wall opened up for new door to
master bedroom. New door to match original style of door, (ii) existing modern
door removed & door ope blocked up with plaier finished timber frime stud
partition, (iii) existing en-suite wall removed at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road,
Bray, co. wicklow is development and is exempted development as
recommended in the planning, reports.

Signed Dated tL-hv of Aprit 2023

That a declaration to issue stating:

That "(i) existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to
match original style of door, (ii) existing modern door removed & door ope blocked
up with plater finished timber frame stud partition, (iii) existing en-suite wall
removed at Amber, violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, co. wicklow ,' is development
and is exempted development within the meaning of the Planning & Development
Acts 2000 (as amended).

Signed: o"t"o ffi
of Services

nning Development & Environment

f'
day of April2023

w*{ +{w
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Section 5 Applicationil( 2112023

Date : 14th April2)23.

See previous report dated the 6n April 2023, a request for the submission of further information
issued on the 6h April 2023, and a response was received on the 12h April2023.

Assessment :

The issued further information sought clarification on the actual Section 5 queries, and identifed
that

the submitted documents made references to minor alterations/ changes to approved
internal layouts to PRR 17/SU, and such changes to a permitted development are not
queries that can be assessed as part of the Section 5 process , Section 5 declaration arises

for cases where a question arises as to what in any particular case, is or is not
development or is or is not exempted development within the meaning of this Act.

Therefore, you should revise your query to reflect the above. Please address.

The agent has submitted revised drawings which align with the request and confirm that the
following matters are the relevant queries i.e.

i. Existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to
match original style of door

ii. Existing modern door removed & door ope blocked up with plaster finished
timber frame stud partition.

iii. Existing en-suite wall removed

Having regard to the elements set out it is considered that these are all works, and would come
within the definition of development as set out under Section 3 of the Planning and Development
Act 2000(as amended). These works would come within the exemption provisions set under
Section 4(1Xh) of the Act as they are works for improvement or other alteration of any structure,

being works which affect only the interior of the structure. Furthermore it is considered such

works would not materially affect the character of-
(o) the structure, or
(b) any element of the structure which contributes to its specialarchitectural,
historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical
interest.

Accordingly the works are considered exempt development.

Recommendation:

With respect to the query under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as

amended, as to whether
i. Existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to

match original style of door
ii. Existing modern door removed & door ope blocked up with plaster finished

timber frame stud partition.

llPage
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iii. Existing en-suite wall removed

at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, co.wicklow is or is not exempted development

The Planning Authority considers that:

i. Existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to
match original style of door is development and is exempted development

ii. Existing modern door removed & door ope blocked up with plaster finished
timber frame stud partition is development and is exempted development

iii. Existing en-suite wall removed is development and is exempted development

Main Considerations with respect to the 55 Declaration:

i) The details submitted with the Section 5 Application, as amended by the further
information submitted on the 12th April2023.

ii) Sections 2 , 3 , 4(1)(h) and 57 (1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as
amended,

iii) County Development Plan 2022-2028 : Record of Protected Structures : 825 Violet Hill
House

Main Reasons with respect to the 55 Declaration

r The works to be carried out to would come within the definition of development as set
out under Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act 20OO (as amended).

. Having regard to the Protected Status of Violet Hill House, the works that have been
undertaken, and the conservation report and drawing details, it is considered that the
works would be exempt development having regard to the provisions of Section 4(1Xh)
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) as the works only affect the
interior of the structure, in addition the works would not materially affect the character
of the structure or any element of the structure which contributes to its special
architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical
interest.
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Cornlretnle Conune Cbfl,f $tbtt>cAho(l1tqctota CouoW Counqll
Forbaift Plean6la agus Comhshaol

Planning Development and Environment

t4/0fri2023

David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle
C/O Ronan Rose-Roberts Architeccct
Morton's Lane
Wicklow
Co Wicklow

RE: Application for Certificate of Exemption under Section 5 of the Planning and
Development Acts 2000 (as amended). Ex2l/2023
Planning permission for internal changes to the property :rr-2017 PRR 171544 some
minor changes were made to the approved internal layouts. To establish whether the
unauthorised internal changes are considered not to have materially affected the
_character of the protected structure at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, Co
Wicklow

A Chara

I wish to acknowledge receipt on 12th April Further Information details supplied by you in
respect of the above section 5 application. A decision is due in respect of this application by
02t05t23.

Mise, le meas

ENIOR IVE OFFICER
G DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

Ba ch6tr gach comhfhreagras a sheoladh churg an Str0rth6rr Setrbhisi, Forbairt plean6la agus Comhshaol.
All correspondence should be addressed to the Director of SeNices, Planning Development & Envtronment.

Aras An Chontae / County Burldings
Cill Mhantdin / Wicklow
GuthCn / Tel: (0404) 20148
Faics / Fax: (0404]. 69452
Rphost / Email: plandev@wicklowcoco.ie

Suiomh / Website: www.wicklow.ie
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RONAN
lOS E

lOBERTS
ATCI.IIT'HC T5

Chief Planning Officer
Wicklow County Council
County Buildings,
Whitegates,
Wicklow Town,
Co. Wicklow

12th April 2023

Our ref : 2205

Re: El(2112023 Section 5 Dectaration application lor works, at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert
Road, Bray A98TR66

Dear Sir/Madam,

On behalf of the applicants, David O'Brien and Grainne Birdthistle, we hereby submit the enclosed

further information as requested in your letter dated 0610412023.

We enclose 1 copy of each of the following:

2205.3.P1.01 : Site ldentification Map 1 :10560, & Site Location Plan (A1)

2205.3.P102. Floor Plans: existing and proposed (A1)

2205.3.P103: Elevations: existing and proposed (A1)

We look forward to your response at your earliest convenience.

Yours faithfully,

Dip Arch Sc MRIAI



Comlntnte goDsle CDiLL CtB>tocAIo(lllcl(to(u Couotr! Councll
Forbairt Plean5la agus Comhshaol

Planning Development and Environment

06/04t2023

David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle
c/o Ronan Rose Roberts Architect
Mortonts Lane
Wicklow
Co. Wicklow

RE: E,X2ll2023
Planning permission for internal changes to the property in 2017 PRR 171544
some minor changes were made to the approved internal layouts. To establish
whether the unauthorised internal changes are considered not to have materially
affected the character of the protected structure at Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert
Road, Bray, Co Wicklow

A Chara

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application for a declaration in respect of Section 5 for
the above proposal on 16h March zon:

The Following Further information is required to fully assess the application.

1. Having regard to the pr6visions of Section 5(1)(b) of the Planning and Development
Act 2000(as amended) the following further information is requested -

The submitted Section 5 details are noted, and the various references to minor
alterations/ changes to approved internal layouts to PRR 171544. The changes to
a permitted development are not queries that can be assessed as part of the Section
5 process , Section 5 declaration arises for cases where a question arises as to
what in any particular case, is or is not development or is or is not exernpted
development within the meaning of this Act. Therefore, you should revise your
queryto reflect the above. Please address.

Please note that while the Planning Authority considers the stand alone elements could be
reviewed under Section 5 as set out below, the alteration of spiral staircase/ mezzanine and
other elements not constructed which are considered compliance matters would not come
within the remit of Section 5, and therefore the following elements would appear to be the
appropriate queries i.e.

i. Existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to
match original style of door

ii. Existing modern door removed & door opening blocked up with plaster
finished

Ba ch6irgach comhfhreagras a shcoladh churgan Str(rth6rrSeirbhisi, Forbatrt Pleandla agus Comhshaol.
All correspondcnce should bc addressed to the Drrector of Services, Planntng Developmcnt & Environment.

Aras An Chontae / County Buildings

Cill MhantCin / Wicklow
Guthdn / Tel: (0404) 20148
Faics / Fax: lO4O4l 69452
Rphost / Email: plandev@wicklowcoco.ie

Sulomh / Website: www.wicklow.ie
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lll.

lv.

timber frame stud partition.
Existing door opening with modern door blocked up with plaster finished
timber frame stud partition.
Existing en-suite wall removed.

NICOLA ING
STAFF CER

DEYELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT



Section 5 ApplicationEX 2112O23

Date:

Applicant:

Address:

Exemption

6th April 2023

David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle

Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, Co.Wicklow. .

Whether or not :

Mlnor changes to approved internal layouts of PRR 17/544 are considered not
to have materially affected the character of the protected structure.

constitutes exempted development within the meaning of the Planning and

Development Acts, 2000(as amended).

Planning History:

17/544 - Permission granted for the refurbishment and reordering of interior features, involving
their replacement with mezzanine floor and spiral staircase, reordering of attic to loft, their
replacement with a mezzanine floor and spiral staircase, reordering of attic to loft, incorporation
of breathable insulation to external walls of apartment, incorporation of panelling to walls of
living room, replacement of kitchen units and fittings, removal of closet to kitchen and replacing

door with niche, removal of 1970s screen to kitchen, and insertion of new screen to corridor to
form new kitchen and dining area, incorporation of new enlarged family bathroom at location of
existing show and boiler room, subdivision of boiler room with new door to new utility, removal

of closetto corridorand its replacementwith nicheto new kitchen dining area, closing of doorto
existing bedroom 3 and the conversion of this room to utility, refurbishmentof conversion of this
room to utility, refurbishment of existing WC and existing ensuite bathroom, replacement of
1970s glazed doors. Refurbishment of all existing windows, the glazing of the existing dormer
windows, the installation of an airlwater heat pump in the garden, and all associated siteworks

21/9BB (ABP31 1675-21) - Grainne Birdthistle and David O'Brien - refused - permission for 69m2

extension to the north eastern end of a protected structure (RPS no. B25(Kilbride) Violet Hill)
consisting of a single story pitched roof element offset from the existing building and a single

story flat roof link. The proposed extension will provide three additional bedrooms along with a

bathroom, ensuite and linking corridor. Works to existing building include: removal of existing

double door on north east elevation, connection of new glazed link removal of paint on selected

areas of brick and granite on external walls to restore to original condition. Along with associated
site works.

22/1102 - David O'Brien and Grainne Birdthistle - New Application - permission for single storey
extension to north-eastern end of a protected structure (RPS no. B25 Kilbride, Violet Hill)
consisting of demolition of modern garden wall, removal of existing modern double door on

llPage



north-east elevation, construction of new single-storey, flat roof timber clad extension with
partially glazed link to the existing house, and associated site works. Currently the subject of
Further lnformation .

Section 5 Referral

EX 69/2022 Concluded that works consisting of two sheds located to the front of a protected
structure at Amber, Violet Hill, Bray (RPS no. 825 Kilbride, Violet Hill) and a chicken coup to the
side is development and lS NOT exempted development.

REASON -

The list involves the carrying out of 'works' as per the definition set out in the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) and therefore is'development'.

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), Schedule 2, Part 1 'Development

within the curtilage of a house' includes various classes to exempt development in the curtilage of
a house. Class 3 relates to the construction, erection or placing within the curtilage of a house of
any tent, awning, shade or other object, greenhouse, garage, store, shed or other similar
structu re'.

For the purpose of class 3, the definition of 'house' does not include a building used as 2 or more
dwellings or a flat, an apartment or other dwelling within such building. The proposed
development relates to'Amber'which occupies part of the main Violet Hill propertywhich is used

for multlple dwelling units. Therefore class 3 cannot be relied on.

There is no other provision of the Act or Regulations under which the development would be
'exem pted development'.

The development relates to a protected structure. The provisions of Section 57(1) would also
apply.

Heritage:

Violet Hill is protected structure B25

Violet Hill House is listed on the NIAH as being of regional importance.

Trees at Violet Hill are protected by Tree Preservation Order no.2 (Schedule 10.08 Existing Tree
Preservation Orders, Bray MD LAP)

2lPage



Report:

Heritaqe Officer: Reoort Awaited.

Relevant legislation :

Planning and Development Act 2000 ( as amended)

"structure" means any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or
made on, in or under any land, or any part of a structure so defined, and-
(o) where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the
structure is situate, and
(b) in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes-

(i) the interior of the structure,
(ii) the land lying within the curtilage of the structure,
(iii) any other structures lying within that curtilage and their interiors, and
(iv) all fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of
any structure or structures referred to in subporogroph (0 or (iii);

"works" includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension,

alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected
structure, includes any act or operation involving the application or removal of plaster, paint,

wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the interior or exterior of a structure.

Section 3 :

3.-(1) ln this Act, "development" means, except where the context otherwise requires, the
carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the making of any material change in the
use of any structures or other land.

Section 4:

4.- (1) The following shall be exempted developments for the purposes of this Act-
(h) development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance,

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the
interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external appearance of the
structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure

or of neighbouring structures;

S57. (1) Notwithstanding section 4(1)(o), (h), (0, (a), (j), (k), or (l) and
any regulations made under secfion 4(2), the carrying out of works to a protected
structure, or a proposed protected structure, shall be exempted development only if
those works would not materially affect the character of-

(o) the structure, or
(b) any element of the structure which contributes to its special architectural,

3lPage



historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical
i nterest.

Assessment

The Section 5 application seeks a declaration as to whether the following is or is not

development or is or is not exempted development with respect to the following query i.e. :

Minor changes to approved internal layouts of PRR 17 /544.

The works undertaken are as following i.e.

ilt.

iv.

ll.

iii.

Existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to
match original style of door
Existing modern door removed & door ope blocked up with plaster finished
timber frame stud partition.
Permitted new partition and door not built
Existing wall permitted to be demolished left in place and existing door
ope with modern door blocked up with plaster finished timber frame stud
partition. Existing en-suite wall removed.

Existing visitor toilet unchanged.

Spiral Stairs as built- minor modification to PL ref 17/544. (incorrectly

shown as a dog-leg stairs in PLref:22/1102)

The identified elements are works and would come within the definition of development. The

query relates to works not done in compliance with PRR 17/544, however the Section 5

declaration to what, in any particular case, is or is not development or is or is not exempted
development within the meaning of this Act. The purpose of a Section 5 is not to regulate

divergence from a permission, such works could be considered substantially compliant. Some of
the works would appear to be element which clearly do not impact on the character of the

structure being internal works or on any any element of the structure which contributes to its
special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical

lnterest, having regard to the Conservation report submitted. However, it would not appear that
the insertion of a spiral staircase and mezzanine are works that would have required permission,

and did get it , although now it appears to have been amended to a minor degree.

Further information should issue to clarify the matter, and the extent of the Section 5 request.

4lPage



Recommendation:

Further lnformation :

1. Having regard to the provisions of Section 5(1Xb) of the Planning and Development Act
2000(as amended) the following further information is requested -

The submitted Section 5 details are noted, and the various references to minor
alterations/ changes to approved internal layouis to PRR 17/544. The changes to a
permitted development are not queries that can be assessed as part of the Section 5
process , Section 5 declaration arises for cases where a question arises as to what in
any particular case, is or is not development or is or is not exempted development
within the meaning of this Act Therefore, you should revise your query to reflect
the above. please address.

Please note that while the Planning Authority considers the stand alone elements could
be reviewed under Section 5 as set out below, the alteration of spiral staircase/
mezzanine and other elements not constructed which are considered compliance
matters would not come within the remit of,section 5, and therefore the following
elements would appear to be the appropriate queries i.e.

i. Existing wall opened up for new door to master bedroom. New door to
match original style of door

ii. Existing modern door removed & door opening blocked up with plaster finished
timber frame stud partition.

iii. Existing door opening with modern door blocked up with plaster finished timber
frame stud partition.

iv. Existing en-suite wall removed.

fu5, l-,-,,*_*,
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MEMORANDUM

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

TO: Edel Bermingham
Senior Executive Planner

FROM: Crystal White
Assistant Staff Officer

RE:- EX 2Ll2O23 - Declaration in accordanoe with Section 5 of the
Planning & Development Acts 2000 (as amended)

Planning permission for interna! changes to the property in 2O17 PRR
L71544 some minor changes wene made to the approved internal layouts.
To establish whether the unauthorised internal changes are considercd not
to have materially affected the character of the protected structure at
Amber, Violet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, Co Wicklow

I enclose herewith for your attention application for Section 5 Declaration
received 16th of March 2023.

The due date on this declaration is the 12th of April 2023.

Planni Development & Environment
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Forbairt Plean6la agus Comhshaol
Planning Development and Envircnment

14103t2023

David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle
C/O Ronan Rose-Roberts Architeccct
Morton's Lane
Wicklow
Co Wicklow

RE: Application for Certificate of Exemption under Section 5 of the Planning and
Development Acts 2000 (as amended). Ex2ll2023
Planning permission for internal changes to the property in20l7 PRR 171544 some
minor changes were made to the approved internal layouts. To establish whether the
unauthorised internal changes are considered not to have materially affected the
character of the protected structure at Amber, Yiolet Hill, Herbert Road, Bray, Co
Wicklow

A Chara

I wish to acknowledge receipt on the 16ft of March2023 details supplied by you in respect of
the above section 5 application. A decision is due in respect of this application by
12104t2023.

Mise, le meas

SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER
PLANNING DEVELOPMENT AND EI\"VIRONMENT

Ba ch6ir gach comhfhreagras a sheoladh churg an StrUrth6rr Seirbhisi, Forbairt Plean6la agus Comhshaol.
All correspondencr should be addressed to the Director of Servicca, Planning Development & Environmant.

Aras An Chontae / County Buildings

Cill Mhant5in / Wicklow
Guthdn / Tel: (0404) 20148

Faics / Fax: (O/t0l) 69462
Rphost / Email: plandev@wicklowcoco.ie

Suiomh / Website: www.wicklow.ie
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Wicklow County Council
County Buildings

Wicklow
Co Wicklow

Telephone 040420148
Fax 0404 69462

OIfice Use OnIy

Date Received

Fee Received

DECLARArr,NrNo".ffr'ff,H$nA?H:[?Alt'FTHEPLAI\NING&
DEyELOPMENT ACTS 2000(AS AMENDED) AS TO WHAT IS OR IS NOT

DEVELOPMENT OR IS OR IS NOT EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT

1. Aoolicant Details

(a) Name of applicant: David O'Brien & Grainne Birdthistle

Address ofapplicant

Note Phone number and email to be filled in on separate page.

2. Agents Details (Where Aoplicable)

O) Name ofAgent (where applicable) Ronan Rose-Roberts MRIAI

Address of Agent : Ronan Rose Roberts Architects, Morton's lane, Wicklow, Co

Wicklow

Note Phone number and email to be filled in on separate page.

ffirow couNTY couNClL

1 6 tvtlR 2023

PLAN}ItNG DEPT.



3. Declaration Details

i. Location of Development subject of Declaration_
Amber. Violet Hill. Herbert Road. Bray Co Wicklow

Are you the owner and/or occupier of these lands at the location under i. above ? yes/
No. YES

ltl. If 'No' to ii above, please supply the Name and Address of the owner, and or
occuprer

iv. Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act provides that : If any question arises
as to what, in any particular case, is or is not development and is or is not exempted
development, within the meaning of this act, any person may, an payment of the
prescribed fee, request in writing from the relevant planning authority a declaration
on that question. You should therefore set out the query for which you seek the
Section 5 Declaration

Planning permission for internal changes to the property was granted in2017 pl ref:
171544. During the construction some minor changes were made to the approved
internal layouts. The reason for this section 5 declaration application its to establish
whether the unauthorised internal changes, highlighted in the attached drawings, are
considered not to have materially affected the character of the protected structure are
exempt from planning permission.

Additional details may be submitted by *oy of separate submission.

v. Indication of the Sections of the Planning and Development Act or planning
Regulations you consider relevant to the Declaration



Additional details may be submitted by way of separate submission.

vi. Does the Declaration relate to a Protected Structure or is it within the curtilage of a
Protected Structue ( or proposed protected structure) ? YES

vii. List of Plans, Drawings submitted with this DeclarationApplication
2205 .3 .pL0 I. 2205 .3 .pL02. 220s .3 .pL03.

viii.Fee of € 80 Attached ? ves.

signed flav,-Z^oW,ffi ,a,d : t5to3t2o23

Additional Notes :

As a guide the minimum information requirements for the most common types of
referrals under Section 5 are listed below :

A. Extension to dwelling - Class 1 Part 1 of Schedule 2

' Sitd Location Map

' Floor area of structure in question - whether proposed or existing.

' Floor area of all relevant structures e.g. previous extensions.

' Floorplans and elevations ofrelevant structures.

' Site Layout Plan showing distance to boundaries, rear garden area, adjoining
dwellings/structures etc.
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Conservation report

Section 5 Planning Application

Amber, Violet Hilt, Bray, Co. Wicklow
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lntroduction

This Conservation Report & lmpact Assessment Report has been prepared for the
Section 5 Planning Application for internal works carried out at Amber, Violet Hill,

Herbert Road, Bray Co. Wicklow, a Protected Structure; for David O'Brien &
G16inne Birdthistle.

1.1 Record of Protected Structures:

Nationa! lnventory of Architectural Heritage.

Fig. 2. Violet Hill (From NIAH). And illustration from The Dublin Builder 1866
The building has lost the front door porch depicted on the illustration, gained an oriel window on the
half landing, and been extended further to the north with projecting bays, including that portion that
is now 'Amber'Apartment. The gables have lost their pinnacles.

Violet Hill House, Herbert Road, Bray, County Wicklow

Reg. No.

Date

Previous Name

Townland

Categories of Special I nterest

L6400702

1860 - 1865

N/A

KILBRIDE (RA. BY.) County
County Wicklow coordinates
324725,2L6915
ARCH ITECTU RAL SOCIAL
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Rating

OriginalUse

ln Use As

Regional

Country house

Apartmentfilat (converted)

Description

Detoched multiple-boy two-storey former country house, built 7862, now divided
into 2 house and 2 oportments. lt is to designs by williom Fogerty. To the west side
is o former stoble block which is now converted into opartments. The building is
constructed in brick with stone block ond stort dressings oll of which is now pointed.
There are o number of two-storey projecting gobled boys which in turn ore faced
with o mixture of single and two-storey squore and conted boys. The ponelled door
hos a ploin fonlight and is set within a pointed orched opening. window openings
ore o mixture of flot ond pointed orched, ond generolly have one over one timber
sosh fromes. The pitched roof is finished with naturalslate arronged in bands ond
hos cost-iron rainwoter goods; overhonging eoves hove decorative borgeboords.
Chimneystocks are brick with boldly corbelled cops ond cloy pots. The building is set
within o lorge mature garden.

Appraisal

A medium sized country house, in mildly Tudor style, which is in substontiolly
original condition. Although somewhot spoiled with the pointing of the
brickwork ond the sub-division into 2 house ond 2 oportments, this is still on
importont osset to the orchitecturol heritoge of the oreo.

Record of Protected Structures.

Violet Hill is contained in the Bray Town Development plan 2011 -2017 written
Statement (Table 8.3) as;

25. Herbert Road (Kilbride) Violet Hill. Structure. (page 85).

z'\ .\
/ tt '\ Estuorv House. New Stre6t. Molohi.la Co Drrhl,n trat6^d k?A rs?,
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2.

2.L.

Building Description & Historical Notes.

Historical Background.

The coming of the railways to Bray meant tremendous change for the urban
fabric of the town. Previously a manor of the Anglo-Norman De Riddlesfort
family, the town became the possession of the Brabazon family of Kilruddery
from 1619 and functioned as their market town. lnitially Barons Ardee; the
Brabazons were created earls of Meath in t627. The opening the Bray Station of
the Dublin & Wicklow Railway in 1854 would see a doubling of the population of
Bray between 1850 and 1870.

Much of the population growth was due to the town being developed as a
holiday resort and health spa, described as 'an lrish Brighton'. Many hotels,
health spas, and a Turkish Baths were developed by, amongst others, William
Dargan the railway entrepreneur, and the local Brennan family.

from a 19ttr Century photo.

The existence of popular resorts along the River Dargle, such as Enniskerry and Bray,
led to the name

'Dargle' becoming synonymous with 'resort' in Dublin vernacular slang (i.e. The
'Waxie's Dargle; a working class picnic area between Ringsend and lrishtown).

Heffernan's lllustrated Plan of Bray of c. 1870 shows a prosperous town. Many of
the large country houses date from the mid nineteenth century; earlier than the
preparation of the map: Kilruddery; the seventeenth century house of the earls
of Meath (with an eighteenth century south wing) was rebuilt and extended
between 1820 to 1830 in a 'Tudorbethan'idiom by Richard & William Vitruvius

5

Etteor/ House, Nerrv Stri.rt Moloh{cie, Co Dubl,n, lrelond, K36 KH32
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Morrison. This set the standard for the other houses of the gentry in the
neighbourhood.

Dr. Andrew Tierney, author of the forthcoming'Buildings of lreland'series volume
on the buildings of south Leinster, noted that the local aristocracy often set the
fashion for building in the local area. subsequent large houses would be built or
rebuilt in a Tudor Gothic style in and around Bray, such as Hollybrook, corke
Abbey, Wingfield, Ravenswell, Killarney Hill, Fairy Hill, Old Conna House (18G0),
and Violet Hill. All either date from this time or follow this fashion.

The building of Violet Hill however was undertaken in two stages. The original
building was built in 1836 for a Mr. Hartshorn as a private boarding school. This may
be represented by the garden front portion of the current house. For a short period
prior to 1853 Judge William N. Keogh lived at Violet Hill.

ln 1863 it was sold to Mr Edward Lysaght Griffith, son of the (church of lreland)
Bishop of Limerick. Edward Lysaght Griffith was a leading barrister and registrar of
friendly societies of lreland. He commissioned architect william Fogerty, an
architect whose practice was mainly based in Limerick to rebuild and extend the
house. The description in The lrish Builder/ of March 1 18G9 that accompanies the
illustration (on the cover page of this report) states;

"The subject of our illustration in this No. is a mansion recently erected for
Edward L. Griffin, Esq., from the designs of Mr. William Fogerty, architect. The
accommodation is as follows:- hall, 24ft. by
15ft., separated from principalstairs by a screen of marble columns; library 24ft.
bV L7ft.; drawing- room 24ft. by 18ft.; dining-room 2aft.by 17ft.; breakfast-room
18ft. by 14ft. There are extensive and complete kitchen offices and twelve bed-
rooms, with bathrooms, cloak-room, w.c.'s, and lavatory. The cost including
garden wall, has been about f5,000 and the projected stables offices will cost
about f 1,200. Mr. George Moyers is the builder, who has carried out the work in
a moist creditable manner under the direction of the architect. The material is red
brick with dressings of granite and Bath stone. All the interior woodwork is

stained and varnished. The site commands delightfulviews of the sugar Loaf and
other well-known mountains. Altogether the building presents a very favorable
specimen of an "lrish Gentleman's House"."

Estuory House, New Street, Molohide, Co. Dublrn, lrelond, K36 KH32
T O'l 816 B96a M 086 dO4 5581 E. info{Ddorroghlynch.ie www.dor:oghlynch.lc
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Fig 4: (The Dublin (hish) Builder; number 8, 15 Aug 1866,209; lrish Builder 10, l April 15 Aug 1868,
89,197; 11, 1 Morch 7869,53,57 feoturing the illustrotion.

The design was exhibited in the Royal Hibernian Academy in 1858. The design
would appear to have added a pile to the existing building which now comprises
the entrance front, added a wing perpendicularly to the northwest to this new
block, and a corresponding bay to the southeast to balance the fagade. This was
extended by domestic quarters (a staff wing) beyond to the northwest, and
terminated with what Jeremy Williams describes as a 'Billiard room pavilion to the
garden front.l The most gothic element of the design is a large window to the
stairs of the half landing. This was replaced in the executed design with an oriel
window. Although the executed design is larger and more extensive than that
shown on the illustration, the work appears contemporary.

J.A.K Dean in'The Gate Lodges of Leinster, a Gazetteer. (Dublin 2076).P.4L8#209
describes the north lodge as having been designed by Fogerty as an appropriate
entrance to the house incorporating many of the features found in the main
house; such as the oriel window, gable, and entrance porch, and dating to 1869.
He claims the south lodge is earlier and dates to the Williamson house. This lodge
is marked on the First Edition O.S. As the house was built for Hartshorn; Dean may
be referencing 'Williamson' as the architect of the original building. lf so, this is

likely to be Arthur Williamson, who was active in Dublin until his death in 1846,
and whosemost noteworthy works are 'The Argory' in Co. Armagh, the porticos to

t Williams, Jeremy 'A Companion Guide to Architecture in lreland L837-Lg2t'. (Dublin 1994). P. 391.
Jeremy William's book, while informative and tremendously entertaining, is not always completely
reliable in all of its details.

E!tuory House, Neu; Strrf t Molohide, Co Dubl'n, lrelond, K36 KH32
L O'l B'16 896t M O86 604 5581 E iofotedorroghl/nch.ie www.dorroghlynch.h
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Emo court, co. Laois, Albany House, Monkstown co. Dublin, and Leinster Terrace,
Rathmines, Dublin. Both gate lodges were marked as occupied in 201G, and are
now separated from the property.

Fogerty was an architect whose main practice was in Limerick city & county. His
other notable country houses include Ballykilty in euin, westbrook House,
Broadford shooting Lodge, Moyriesk House, and Ballyline House, all in co. clare,
waterpark in castleconnell, co. Limerick, priory Lodge in Blackrock, and numbers
7 & 8 Appian way, Dublin. His churches include Athea R.c church, co. Limerick,
Holy Trinity R.c. church, catherine street Limerick, Trinity presbyterian church,
Maccurtain street cork, Bethel church, port Road, Dun Laoghaire, wicklow
Methodist church, and the United presbyterian church, on Lower Abbey street
Dublin. He was also responsible for Adare court House, designed in a similar
unassuming'collegiate'Tudor Gothic as Violet Hill. Jeremy Williams has described
Violet Hill as Fogerty's 'most substantialGothic Revival house,.

Edward Lysaght Griffith, later a Justice of the peace, was married to Beatrice
Cruddock. Their son Edward was a writer in the United States. Griffin died at Violet
Hill on l April 7884.2

The house was later sold to Wellington Darley, a director of the Bank of lreland.
The Darley family are more remembered in connection with Violet Hill than its
builder Edward Lysaght Griffin. This may be on account of their connections with
the locality, and ownership of the property until recently. Darley was involved in a
variety of philanthropic causes, including being a member of the board of
the Meath Hospital, and animal welfare. lt may be Darley who was responsible
for extending the house further than that illustrated, or, as mentioned, this may
have occurred during the extension of the design for the original house. He
donated the connacher organ to Kilbride church of lreland nearby in 1gg9.

The 1901 census records 'willington Darley' (sic), Banker & Brewer aged G3 in
residence, along with his wife Anna Frances aged 57, Edward Black, aged 43,
Butler, Ellen o'connell, 33, Ladies maid, Esther McGivern, 29 housemaid, Lizzie
Mccormack 23, housemaid, Julia Meagher 23, housemaid, Bridget Muirhead,
38, the cook, and Maggie Byrne, 22,rhe kitchen maid. only Bridget Muirhead
was married.

By 1911, wellington Darley described himself as a 'Bank Director, farmer, and
Justice of the Peace'. He was resident with his daughter Helen Mary, aged 39and
her husband of 5 years, chaworth Nolan, a retired Royal Navy Fleet surgeon.
willington is described as 42 years old. Anna Frances was not in lreland on sunday
night the 2nd of April. They were resident with 5 servants; Richard Evans, the

Estuory House, Ney; St/e€t, Molohide, Co. Dublin, lrelond.
T 01 8'16 8964 M. 086 60/. 5581 E. info@dorroghtynch,ie

K36 KH32
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Butler, aged 35, Margaret Lawson, the cool<, aged 38, Kate King 2G years old
kitchen maid, sarah Mccaldin aged 51 housemaid, and Ellen Buckrey, aged 2s
housemaid. Allthe servants were single.

wellin$on and Anna Frances Darley tragically lost two sons and a daughter from
their 5 children in world war t. Eldest son commander Arthur Tudor Darley, born
1876 was killed in action aged 38 offthe coast of chile on board H.M.s. Good Hope
on 1s November 1914, leaving a widow, son, and daughter. Daughter stetta cecit
Darley, a nurse, was killed ln 1917. son John Evelyn carmicfiaet, Lieutenant colonel
(Commanding Officer) with the 4th (eueen's Own) Hussars was killed on Sunday
March 31* 1918 (Easter sunday) near compiegne aged 3g during the German
spring offensive. coincidentally he had been born on Easter Sunday in 1979. He
had been educated at Eton and commissioned in 1899. They are commemorated
in the stained glass window of the church and altar screen in st. Brigid's church of
lreland, where they were benefactors. The commemorative brass ptaque dated;
poignantly Easter 1919 states;' ln Glad Thanksgiving for their lives, in proud
remembrance of their deaths'.3 This left the Darleys with two surviving daughters.a
Wellington Darley died in 1920, and Anna Frances in 1925.

The house remained in the ownership of the Darley family. tn 19G0 the
ownership passed from Mrs M.c. Darley-Millerto commander A.y. Dartey, and
in 1975 to christopher sean Tudor Darley, thereafter Tudor lnvestments in
L979.

Fig. 5. Commander Arthur Tudor Darley (Royal Navy Archives).

Estuorr/ Hourc, New Stre6t, Molohidc, Co. Dublin, lrelond, K36 KH32
T. O1 816 8964 M. 086 604 5581 E. info@dorroghtynch.ie www.dorroghlynchJr
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It was during this time that the property was divided into 4 housing units; Violet Hill
House', 'Mandalay', 'Ambe/, and 'Gallery'. The latter two are self-contained
apartments on the Ground and First floors on the servant's quarters respectively.
'Ambe/ contains the Billiard room pavilion previously referred to and is the subject
of this application. The property was unwisely painted in a cream colour which is

currently flaking off. This has obscured the fine detailing, such as the ashlar plinth,
granite string coursing, and granite corbels.

The grounds were separated from the house around the same time and given over
to housing, and the housing estates of Richmond Park and Ashton wood were
constructed on the former demesne.s

violet Hill House was later rented by actor sedn connery who lived here from
approximately L976 to 1979, perhaps lying low after his appearance in the risible
'zardoz', made at nearby Ardmore studios. The main house was most recently on
the market in october 2013. 'Ambe/ was purchased by the present owners in
December 2015.

Bray as a holiday resort continued to be popular untilthe advent of foreign travel
in the 1960's, where-after the town lost much of its architectural distinction,
including 'The lnternational Hotel', and the Turkish Baths, which were demolished
in the 1970's. Much of the Morrison's work to Kilruddery was demolished in 1953,
when the house was reduced in size.6

s The Little Book of Bray and Enniskerry by Brian White

6 To the designs of Architect Claud Phillimore. Though lauded at the time by Mark Bence-Jones, this
action would be deplored today.

Estuory House, New Street, Molohide, Co. Dublin, lrolond, K36 KH32
T. 01 816 8964 M. 086 604 5581 E. info@dorroghtynch_ie www.dorroghlynch.h
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Fig. 6. First Edition O.S. shows the earlier iteration of the house which is 'L' shaped.

2.413

l4r:t;

Flg.7. 1912 Edition O.S. (Extract). The house has assumed its current appearance, with domestic
quarters and stables by this date. (Archlnfo).

Ertuory Hourc, New Street, Molohid., Co. Oublin. lrclond, K36 KH32
T. 01 816 8964 M. 086 604 5581 E, info@dorroghlynch.i. wur.dorroghlynchJr
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3 Building Description

(Refer Also to Drawings Submitted with Section 5 planning Application).

General.

Fig.8. Amber, Violet Hill. Side view

ln 2017 our clients applied for planning permission to:

Refurbishment dnd reordering of interior feotures, involving; Removol of
inserted loft floor ond occess steps in livingroom, removol of toilet to loft, ond
their replacement with o mezzonine floor ond spirol stoircase; reordering ol ottic
to loft, incorporation of breothable insulotion to externol wolls of aportment,
incorporotion of ponelling to walls of livingroom, replocement of kitchen units ond
fittings, removol of closet to kitchen and replacing door with niche, removol of
1970's screen to kitchen, ond insertion of new screen to corridor to form new
kitchen ond dining oreo, incorporation of new enlorged fomily bothroom ot
locotion of existing shower ond boiler room, subdivision of boiler room with new
door to new utility, removol of closet to corridor ond its replocement with niche
to new kitchen dining orea, closing of door to existing bedroom 3 and the
conversion of this room to utility, incorporotion of new door to utility,
refurbishment of existing w.c ond ensuite bathroom, replocement of 1970's glozed
doors. refurbishment of oll existing windows, the glozing of the existing dormer
windows, the installotion of on oir/woter heot pump in the gorden, ond ott

Conservation Report, Amber, Violet Hill, Bray. 72
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ossocioted site works. At 'Amber', Violet Hill, Herbert Rood, Broy, o Protected
Structure.

These works have been completed to a high quality and the building has been
maintained in good condition.

However it has been brought to our clients' attention that some of the details
in the planning application have not been completed exactly in accordance with
the information submitted with the planning application.

This report identifies 5 aspects of the design that differ from the original
planning application and assess the conservation impact of these changes on

the dwelling

These changes are set out below and refer to drawing 2205.3.P1.02 for the
detail layouts of each area. Changes A, B and C are all connected and dependent
on each other:

A: New Door to Master Bedroom
ln the original permission the position of the master bedroom door was to be

retained in the original position. Before the house was split into 4 separate
units, this door would have accessed the main central corridor located in the
middle of the house.

It was decided to move the bedroom door from this location and to access the
master bedroom from the entrance hall.

B: Existing door to bedroom removed
The original master bed room door location was no longer required and the
opening was closed up.

C: Bathroom layout changed
ln the planning application a lobby provided access to the master bedroom and

the family bathroom and the ensuite bathroom was shown behind the family
bathroom accessed from the master bedroom.

It was decided to simplify this layout and retain the existing wall and close the
door opening in it, remove the lobby and enlarge the living space and omit the
family bathroom.

D: Visitor WC unchanged
The visitors WC was actually shown incorrectly on the original planning

application and no changes were actually made to the layout of the visito/s WC.

Conservation Report, Amber, Molet Hill, Bray. 13
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E: Position of spiral staircase and mezzanine.
As part of the planning application the existing mezzanine floor was reduced in
width and the dogleg staircase was removed and replaced with a spiral
staircase.

The final location of the spiral staircase was amended on site in order to avoid
the roof truss and is not in the same location as shown on the planning
application.

4. lmpact on Protected Structure.

General.

It is important to note that permission from the local authority is required for any
changes to a protected structure however it is also important to note that it is
possible to make changes and many of these changes are in the long term interest
of the building and the cultural significance that they represent.

ln this case if all of the changes listed above were applied for originally it is clear
that they would have been granted permission. During the course of the work
some changes were made from the original permission and while the impact of
these changes is low it is also important to regularize these changes and have a
complete record of the changes made to the building.

Each measure is assessed below and refer to Drawing 2205.3.P1.02 for the detail
of the layouts.

A: New Door to Master Bedroom
ln the original permission it was accepted that new openings could be made in
existing walls. The overall impact of making this new door is very low. The
original position of the door is known and can be reopened in the future if
necessary. Likewise the new opening can be reversed and can be closed up in
the future if required.

Moving this door to the hall simplifies the circulation in the entrance hall and
the bedroom and it provides a less public access to the bedroom. As such it has
a beneficial effect on the living accommodation overall and the new door can
easily be reversed.

B: Existing door to bedroom removed
ln the original permission it was accepted that some original aspects of the
existing house could be demolished and removed. The overall impact of

Conservation Report, Amber, Violet Hill, Bray. L4
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blocking up this door is very low and is similar to A above. The position of the
door is known and can easily be opened up in the future if required.
Removing this door increases the usable space in the living room and simplifies
the circulation to the master bedroom. This has an overall beneficial effect on

the house and the measure can be easily reversed.

C: Bathroom layout changed
ln the planning application it was accepted that changes could be made to the
layout of the toilet accommodation. The final layout retains an existing wall
that was permitted to be demolished, it simplifies the overall layout of the
bathroom increases the space for the living area.

This change had a positive impact on the house from a conservation point of
view as it reduced the quantum of demolition and retained more of the original
fabric of the house. lt is also noted that it has reduced the number of
bathrooms in the house and that this can be addressed by providing additional
bathroom accommodation in the proposed extension.

D: Visitor WC unchanged
It was decided not to make any changes to the visitors WC and as such this has

a neutral effect on the overall conservation value ofthe house.

E: Position of spirdl staircase and mezzanine.
As part of the planning application, permission was granted to reduce the width
of the existing mezzanine floor and replace the dogleg staircase with a spiral
staircase.

The final location of the spiral staircase was amended on site in order to avoid
the roof truss and is not in the same location as shown on the planning

application. lf the current location was shown on the planning application it
would have made no material difference to the granting of permission.

Therefore this is noted here in order to correct the planning record.

The impact of this change is neutral in the context of the planning permission.

5. Conclusion

The impact of theses 5 changes discussed above has a positive effect on the
building overall. The changes made are of the same type and scale as the changes
granted by the local authority, less demolition of the existingfabric has taken place

and the layout of the house has been improved. All of the measures have been
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recorded and they are easy to reverse and revert to the original layout if necessary
in the future.

ln my opinion none of these changes are material to the grant of permission and if
they were presented to the local authority they would have been granted on the
basis of what the local authority originally deemed acceptable in the planning
application.

From a conservation point of view they have had a positive effect to the extent
that less existing fabric was demolished. The impact of these changes has no
material effect on the scope of the work that was carried out on the building and
are within the scope of work which was granted permission by the local authority.
However, it is important that these changes should be recorded properly and that
an accurate record of the buildings should be maintained.

Therefore, I request the local authority to accept this section 5 application as a
record of the work that has taken place in the building and to deem that these
changes to the planning permission are exempt from planning and this application
represents a correction in the planning record of the building.

Darragh Lynch RlAl, MARCH
Darragh Lynch Architects
RlAl architect accredited at conservation at grade 3
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APPENDIX 1.

Reconstruction of Original floor plan, Violet Hill

t

4ab?s_,. tttflWAn'.

Fig 16: Floor plan of violet hill

1. Service corridor & servant stairs shown in'blue.

2. The house is a twin pile as far as the projecting 'billiard
room' pavition at SW (lower left of plan).

3. The description of the house in The lrish Builder/ states
the house was built with 12 bedrooms, with bathrooms
and w.c.'s; making it an early example of a house
designed for indoor plumbing.

,*F
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